Junior Advanced Placement Language and Composition
Summer Assignment 2017-2018 School Year
Carl Sandburg High School
The transition from Sophomore Honors English to Junior Advanced Placement Language and Composition
demands that students recognize and acknowledge the sophisticated rhetorical strategies used in various
literary texts (fiction and nonfiction) and develop those same rhetorical approaches in their own writing. This
understanding of rhetoric is tested on the AP test in May. Accordingly, our considerations in the course will
address the literary text as an exhibition of the author’s intent and will shift beyond the scope of the typical
literature class into a rhetorical study that includes mostly nonfiction supplements along with our own
rhetorical products.

Materials:
Students need to read BOTH:

Thank you for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs

ISBN 978-0-385-34775-4

Stumbling on Happiness by Daniel Gilbert

ISBN 978-1-4000-7742-7

These texts are available at the library and most bookstores. In early July, a 3rd Edition of Thank You For
Arguing will be published; regardless, either version is acceptable for this assignment.

→Do a close reading, making marginal notations in each of the texts.

→Activities for Thank you for Arguing:
--Read the entire book.
--Select 5 chapters and for each chapter
1) Write a 5-10 sentence reduction that exposes the author’s argument and support(s).
Note, this is not a summary of the chapter. A summary addresses every point made in a text;
whereas, a reduction identifies arguments and supporting details presented within the argument.
2) Then, write a 5-10 sentence response to the author’s arguments.
Note: You are not critiquing nor evaluating
argument. You are responding to the issues in the argument. You may respond in 1 st person.
--Format each as follows in the upper left hand corner:
Name
“Chapter Title”
Book Title
Date
The reduction and responses to each chapter should be double-spaced and on the same page(s). Start a new
page with each new chapter.

→Activities for Stumbling on Happiness:
Daniel Gilbert has furnished a study guide for reflection available on the publisher’s website. The link is listed
below.
https://www.randomhouse.com/kvpa/gilbert/img/studyguide.pdf
--Print or view the study guide for yourself. It is 9 pages in total.
--Each chapter begins with a short summary followed by a question for reflection. Type a 200+ word response
to the question that is focused and coherent (include word count). Feel free to write in 1 st person; however, you
are writing to an academic audience who will be evaluating your writing style and skill.
--Format each response as follows in upper left corner:
Name
“Chapter Title”
Book Title
Date
Responses should be double-spaced, with each response on its own page(s).

→Due Dates:
Both assignments are due on Friday, August 18th to your respective AP teacher in class at the start of class. No
electronic submissions will be accepted nor will you be given time to print before class. Anything submitted
after the due date will receive half credit.

Feel free to contact us with any questions that you may have.
Patricia Leonard
John O’Malley
Traci Mitchell

pleonard@d230.org
jomalley@d230.org
tmitchell@d230.org

